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VI. Some Natural Obfervations made in the Tariflw 
of Kinardfey and Donington in Shropfhire, by 
the Reverend Ur. George Flaxton. Communicated 
by Mr. Ralph Thoresby, to Dr. Hans Sloane* 
% S. Seer. 

SIR, 

Y OU have oftentimes defired me to give you an Ac¬ 
count of fueh Obfervations as i had made in my 
Par idles in Sbropjbirc, and in fotne of the neighbouring 
Villages * my poor Remarks are hardly worth your no¬ 
tice , however to fliew you that I cannot deny you any 
thing, I now fend them, cr feme part of them. 

Anno 1673, I was prefented to the Vicarage of Sherijfe - 
Hales, and ;dfo to the Redory of Kinnardfey , the former 
in the Counties of Salop and Staff. The other wholly in 
Shropjhire. November 6. I was inducted into the Parfon- 
age of Kinnardfey, where I was incumbent for 30 Years 
and upwards ^ at my Indudion I found a great many 
Aged People in the Parifh, upon which I took the Number 
of the Inhabitants, and found that every fixth Soul was 
Sixty Tears of Age, and upwards, fome were 85 and fome 
90 ; this I could not but wonder at, confidering that die 
Town was furrounded with a large Morafs, overdo wed 
in Winter, and that you could not come into the Parifh 
any way upon Arable Land. At my Entrance there, I 
found neither Gentleman nor Begger, nor any fort of Dif- 
fenter from the Church 5 there had been no Law Suit 
amongft them in the Memory of Man, nor was any com¬ 
menced 
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menced during my Incumbency as Redor there, for above 
Thirty Years together 3 they have but one way to ike lo w 
and Parijl .>, the reft they lure from Lords of "the adjacent 
Manours. The Moraffes or Moors are of a great extent, 
and the Parifti was furrounded with them, the Village 
was called Kittnardfey or Kinnardus his Ijlav'l 3 ci, ea, ej\ 
all thefe are Watry Terminations: Thus the next Parifli 
was Eyton, the Town upon the Waters, fdney , or Edwy- 
ney, Edwins Ifland, Buttery, or Butterey, the {Hand of 
Butter, being a long Grazing Trad of Land, with fome 
others of the like ending. All that vaft Morafs was called, 
the Weald-Moor , or the Wild Moor, that is, the Woody 
Moor: Thus the Wood Lands of Kent are called the 
Weald of Kent 3 the Wolds of Torkjhire moft probably have 
been Woody formerly, and called the Wealds , for the 
Word Weald or Wold is by our Saxon Mafters render’d 
Woody 3 and I have been allured from Aged people,that all 
the Wild Moors were formerly fo far overgrown by Rub- 
bifla Wood, fuch as Alders, Willoughs, Salleys, Thorns, 
and the like, that the Inhabitants commonly bang’d Bells 
about the Necks of their Cows, that they might the more 
eafily find them. 1 hefe Moors feein to be nothing el ft 
but a Compofition of fuch Sludge and Refufe as the 
Floods left upon the Surface of the Ground, when they 
drain’d away, and yet this Sediment is full three or four 
Foot thick 5 for I have often obferved, that the Black 
Soil caft up by Moles, or digged out of the Ditches, was 
a meer Compofition of Roots, Leaves, Fibres, Spray of 
Wood, fuch as the Water had brought and left behind 
it 3 in Digging they often find Roots and Stumps of Oaks 
three or four Foot under the Surface, and they are very 
common in the bottom of their Ditches and Drains: The 
Soil is peaty, and cut up for Fewel in fome part of the 
Lordlhip 3 in the bottom of thefe Peat Pits, they fin** 
Clay, Sand, and other forts of Earth. Thefe Grounds 
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have been formerly much higher, for I have obferved 
Oaks and other Trees, where the prefenc Soy! is fo much 
fhrunk and fetled from them, that they hand upon high 
Stilts, and are fupportcd from the great Fibres of the 
Roots, fo that Sheep may eafily creep under them. 

That great Trad, called formerly Vafin Regalis, is now 
by Draining become good Pafturage, and yields my Lord 
Gower, the Owner of it, a confiderabie Rent, his Ance- 
ftors having purchafed the Royalty from one of the Earls 
of Shrewsbury : It yields great Quantities of Hay, tho much 
of it is of fuch a nature, that it will dry up anew Milch* 
Cow, fhrve an Horfe, yet will it feed an Oxe to admi¬ 
ration 3 and I have heard fome Graders fay, they could 
not by their beft Upland Hay feed an Oxe fo far, as the 
Moor-Hay would do 3 this, I fuppofe proceeded from its 
dry and "binding Quality that made the Oxen drink 
much. 

One thing I mufr further obferve to you, within the 
Parifh, about half a Mile from the Church,there is a pretty 
Farm call’d The Wall, which I judge was formerly a Bri- 
rijh Fortification 3 ’tis encompaffed with a Morafs, and 
raifed up from Sand, broken Stones, Gravel, and Rubbifh 
to a great height and breadth, being fas I meafured it) 
above ie;co Yards in Compafs, and 16, 18, and 20 Yards 
m Breath : In fome places it feems to have been Built 
before the Moors became Boggy, for I could never find 
any way over the Moors, by which they could carry thofe 
vafr Quantities of Earth, Clay, Sand and Rubbifh to raife 
that mighty Rampire. In that Parifh I was the Sixth 
Rector from the Days of Henry VIII. 

As to my Redorv of Donington, to which I was pre¬ 
ferred Anno 1690. I found there as many Old People as I 
did at Ki sward fey, nay. I may fay more 3 and in the two 
Parifhes I had but a difference of three in the Number of 
the People 3 a t Kinnardfey I had 135 Souls, at Donington 
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138 5 of the 135 I had 23 Aged 60 and upwards, of 
the 138, 24 5 both which Numbers Multiplied by 6 , the 
one at Kinnardfey was 138, the other at Donington wo- ; 
have been 144* I had nothing very remarkable a Do 
rtington, fave the Royal Oak- , which flood at LofcsbeU 
within the Parifh, and the Owners thereof paid 6 s. 6 d. 
yearly,in lieu of their Ty thes and Offerings: The Roy.d 0 «k 
was a fair fpread thriving Tree, the Boughs of it were ad 
lined and covered with Ivy$ here in the Thick of dv.fe 
Boughs the Ring fate in the Day-time with Colonel Carlos , 
and in the Night lodged in Bofcobel-Houfe y fo that they 
are ftrangely miftaken, vyho judged it an old hollow 0*k, 
whereas it was a gay and flourifhing Tree, furrounded 
with a great many more$ and as I remember in Mr. Eve - 
lyri s Hiftory of Medals, you have one of King Jams I. 
or King Charles I. where there is a fine fpread Oak with 
this Epigraph, Seris Nepotibtts Umbra $ which I leave to 
your Thoughts. 

The People here live to great Ages 5 I faw in one Houfe 
three Healthful People, whofe Ages numbred together 
made 278, and 1 think they lived fome Years after 5 they 
were the Man and his Wife, and his Wife’s Brother. 

I was at Donington about 13 Years and fome Months 5 
in all that time 1 Buried but 27 People, of which Num¬ 
ber 4 came from Neighbouring Parifhes, 4 were Young 
ones, and of the remaining 19 the youngeft was about 
60, and the eldeft 95 Years of Age. I was there the fourth 
Legal Incumbent in Succeffion front the Reformation 5 
and as I remember at one Triennial Vifitation of the Bi- 
fhop, we had neither Burial or Wedding to return into 
the Regiftry at Litchfield: The Country is very Healthful 
in thofe Parts, and tho it feems to the Eye of a Traveller 
to be but of a moderare height, yet in riding between 
Donington and Woher-Hampton , which is but five Miles, 
you crcfs tour Rills or Brooks in the Compels of three 
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Miles, two of which run into the South-Weft Seas, viz. 
to Severn and Brijlol, the other two haften to Trent and 
Humber, and fo into the Northern Ocean. 

The Poor Remains of the Royal Oak are now fenced 
in by an bandfome Brick-Wall, at the Charge of 
Bazil Filz-Herbert Efquire, with this Infcription 
over the Cate, ( upon a Blue Stone ) in Golden 
Letters. 


Fostticiffinram- Arborem quant in Afylum 
Poteut/jjlni Regis Carolt Secundi Deus Opt. Max. 
per quern Rcges regnant , hie ere fee re 
veluit , tarn in perpetuam ret tan tee 
Memoriam , quant in Specimen Firma; 
in Reges fidei, Muro cinch am 
Pofteris Lotnntendant, Bazil tins 
& Jana Fitz Herbert . 

Querns Arnica Jtvi. 


Twas put up about Twenty dr Thirty Years ago, but 
the Place deferved a Nobler Memorial 3 I have writ it in 
fuch Lines as they have cut it, and as the Letters now 
ft and 3 a few Years will mine both the Wall and the In¬ 
fcription. 

The Emblem?. tick Medal my good Frend alludes to, is 
the XLVlth in Mr. Evelyn’s Numifmata , which King 
Charles L caufed to be ftamped in honour of the T ub 
rion of his Son, whereupon is the Royal Oak .dc-r • 
Prince’s Coronet, overfpreading Sdbnafcent T . ? srd 
young Suekers. 

SERIS. FACTURA. NEPOTIBUS. UMBRAS' 
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Reverfe within the Garter of the Order is this Legend. 

CAROL. M. B. REGIS. FILIUS CAROL. PR1NC. 
INAUGURATUR. XXII. MAIL MDCXXXUX. 

The Infcription at Bofcobcl reminds me of one I had from 
the late Reverend Mr. lUingfmrth , Prefident of Emanuel 
College in Cambridge, which was Infcribed, upon a Pillar 
erefted by the Sea fide. 

Si(le, viator, iter , vejligia prin/a fecundns 
P of hit hie Carolus, quum reclit exilio. 


VII. An Account of the Cape of Good Hope, by 
Mr. John Maxwell : Communicated by the Q(e'Vc- 
rend Dr. John Harris, F. $. 

T HE Cape of Good Hope, which is part of Monomotapa, 
and the Sou them moft part, of Africa, lies in thtp 
Latitude of 34 Degrees 30 Minutes South, and 1 6 De¬ 
grees 15 Minutes Eaft of London. It was firft, that we 
know of, difeovered by Bartholomew Diaz, A. D. 1493, 
under John II. King of Portugal. He gave it the Name of 
the Cape of Tempejis, becaufe of the Storms he met with 
there,with which ’tis not ftrange that it is fometimes trou¬ 
bled * as likewife with a Sea that runs very high.and makes 
it ill riding at Anchor there when the Wind is at North- 
Weft, feeing it is a Shread of Land ftretch’d out into a 
vaft Ocean on each fide 5 but King. John gave it the Name 
of Bona Efperanca, or of Good Hope, which it Rill retails 5 
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